that sign from other elements who do not subscribe to non-
violence." Scores of representative Congress workers came in
several lorry loads to Birla House on that morning to meet
Gandhiji who was to have explained to them his wishes in
connection with the A. I. C. C. resolution of the previous
evening. In Gandhiji's absence I gave them his parting message.
I explained to them what I knew from him to be his attitude,
namely, that while in the event of civil disobedience being
launched everybody would be free to go the full length under
Ahimsa, there were two things to which he would not be 2$
living witness in their midst. These were a cowardly giving up
of the struggle or running mad and indulging in violence on
their part.
As regards Gandhiji's "offer" to meet the Viceroy, it was
made by him in his closing speech before the A. I. C. C. The
Government's communique seeks to discredit it by saying that,
at a press interview on 14th of July after the Wardha Working
Committee's resolution was passed, Gandhiji stated that there
was no room left in the proposal for withdrawal or negotiation.
This has to be read with the following interviews he gave to
press correspondents followed by his impassioned declaration^
before the A. I. C. C. that he was going to seek an interview
with the Viceroy and was not going to commence civil disobe-
dience before the result of the interview was known. As I have
not the corrected text of these interviews by me I have to satisfy
myself by giving the Statesman's version which suffers from
some obvious printer's devils.
The Statesman, 7-8-1942
"MR.  GANDHI ANSWERS  QUESTIONS"
Bombay, August 6
"In   an   exclusive   interview   to   the   Associated   Press   today/
Mr. Gandhi answered a number of questions on the new resolution
of the Congress Working Committee.
"Q. Does the resolution mean peace or war? There is an inter-
pretation particularly among the foreign journalists, that it means
declaration of war and that the last three paragraphs of the resolution
are the really operative part. Is the emphasis on the first part or the
last part of the resolution?
"A.   The emphasis in any non-violent struggle, projected or in
operation, is always on peace.   War, when it becomes an  abso
necessity.
"Q. Do you contemplate the immediate establishment of a pro-
visional government and, if so, how do you expect it to come into
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